THE FENWICK TRIAL

borough, did not use it; or that in the presence of such a
threat he would have dared to persevere against Fenwick.
We are told that there was a letter at Saint-Germains of such
a character that the mere sight of it twenty years after
frightened the Duke of Marlborough out of England.1
Surely they owed it to Fenwick to use their weapon now in
his defence ? Why did they not do it ? The answer is,
because it did not exist. Thus Marlborough sternly pursued
his course as if his conscience were clear of any shameful
or deadly deed. Perhaps it was. Sir John Fenwick was
beheaded on Tower Hill on January 28, 1697.

1 See above, pp. 430-32.
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